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It could be argued that the ‘social media’ activity
is a direct replacement for coffee bar
conversation.
But compare the current environment with that
‘coffee bar’ environment and it is much more
integrated into the learning environment and
less within the ‘control’ of the HEI.
Traditional
New learning environment
Conclusions & Recommendations
Objective Conclusion Recommendation
1. Understand which 
FDL techniques 
derived positive 
student engagement.
Techniques alone did 
not derive positive 
student engagement. 
Plan cohesion into the design of the 
module using a model like the B‐R‐G but 
also take into consideration how 
assessment fits the content, activity and 
technology.  Ensure opportunity for  valued 
interaction with tutor and peers.
2. Explore other 
possible FDL 
techniques that may 
be appropriate for 
the module.
Interactive techniques 
could be increased.  
Allow use of 
technology outside of 
University control.
There isn’t a ‘best’ technique for enabling 
student engagement.  It must be done in 
light of  #1. above.
Be aware of the social media that students 
might use, but be careful about changing 
the dynamic if it’s working!
3. Identify which FDL 
techniques may be 
transferrable to other 
modules.
A wide range of 
techniques would be 
transferrable, 
particularly those 
which develop the 
student / tutor 
relationship.
The use of technology has to be 
deliberately designed in each case to fit the 
content, activity, technology and 
assessment.
The Student Worldview
Motivation / 
agency
Student Community
Learning
Social Media and other 
‘life‐integrated’ technology
The HEI Learning  Environment
QAA Standards
VLE / ISO 19796‐3
Teaching
4S4ELE
Potential Future?
